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“By Adam Pertman !

Globe Staff
NEW YORK - A state Supreme
Court judge yesterday indicated he

will authorize lawyers for the Phi}-

ippine government to get sworn
depositions from Ferdinand and
Imelda Marcos about the $350 mil-
Hon in property that they purpor-
tedly own in New York.

The judge, Elliot Wilk, yester-
day extended until March 19 a
temporary order prohibiting the
sale or transfer of those proper-
ties. And he sald he would issue
his opinion on the depositions as
early as today.

While he would not say what
that opinion would be, during an
afternoon court hearing he repeat-
“edly said he saw no reason why
the Marcoses should not sign de-
positions, and added that doing so
would help clear up questions
about the true owners of the five
properties involved. .

' Yesterday's actions were the

possible

. most_concrele in tHe effort to de-

termine the extent of the Mar-

coses holdings, which are esti-
ma y the CIA to be about $3
1

ion and b)z his critics to be ag
h gh as illion.

Lawyers for the Center for Con-
stitutional Rights, representing
the government of President Cora-
zon Aquino, were clearly buoyed
by yesterday’s developments and
proclaimed the continuation of
the restraining order as a “nearly
complete victory.”

"This glves us the time we need
to document the Marcos' secret
ownership of the properties here,"
Peter Weiss, an attorney for the
human rights group, said in an in-

terview after the hearing. “'I'm not
sure what more we could have got-
ten.”

In the closing days of his 20-
year rule of the Philippines, Mar-
cos said one reason he was reluc-
tant to come to the United States
was his fear of becoming personal-
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ly involved in court cases, and at-
torneys sald yesterday that they
expected him to use every means
available to keep from being de-
posed.

Request canfie as surprise

Even after Wilk issues his
opinion, they explained, they will
have to go to the federal district
court in Hawall to get further per-
mission for the depositions. Weiss
sald he expected to act on the mat-
ter within a week.

The request to have the Mar-
coses deposed came as a surprise
late in yesterday's hearing, which
was held to determine whether
Wilk's restraining order should be
extended until the properties’
owners could be determined.

Attorneys for four of the prop-
erties - controlled by a company
run by two brothers named Bern-
stein - made an agreement with
the plaintiffs beforehand for the
{wo-week extension. They were
clearly surprised, and strenuously
objected, when Weiss and his col-
leagues then asked for permission
to depose-the Bernsteins and the
Marcoses: .

After protracted arguments,
Wilk ruled that the Bernsteins
would not have to be deposed but

~would have to be available for

questioning at the March 19 hear-
ing. :
Their testimony is pivotal in
the case. They were cited for con-
tempt of Congress last week for re-
fusing to answer questions about

the property before a House sub-
committee,

Gerald Wolpen, an attorney re-

_ presenting the one property in

question not controlled by the
Bernsteins - it is on Long Island:
the others are in Manhattan - em-
phatically and persistently said
no credible evidence had been pre-
sented to back demands for a re-
straining order.

Attorneys opposed request

He and the Bernsteins' attor-

ney. Michael Silverberg, also ob-
Jected to the Marcoses being de-
posed. Wolpen, asked by Wilk
why he cared what the Marcoses
did if they were not connected to
his property, replied, *1 personally
am not affected.”

estiﬂ;ony lly Marcoses

“You can't have it both ways,"
the judge shot back, drawing
laughter from the roomful of re-
porters and participants.

The Aquino government al-
leges that Marcos, through a se-
ries of third parties and straw cor-
porations, bilked the Filipino peo-
ple of biilions of dollars. The Cen-
ter for Constitutional Rights says

most of the US property owned by.
Marcos is probably in New York,

- and California, with more in Ha--

walil, Texas and New Jersey. . .

The Bernsteins have been at,
the center of the controversy since-
witnesses told the House Foreign
Affairs subcommittee on Asian.
and Pacific Affairs that their com-.
pany was a front for Marcos inter~.
ests in New York. They have de-
nied that, but a number of docu-
ments found in Manila indicate itg
may be true. ol

The latest, reported in yester-
day’s New York Times, are a telex
from the Bernsteins' firm to Gl :
ceria Tantoco, a close associate of
Imelda Marcos, and an accompa-
nying note from Tantoco to Mrs.
Marcos. ,

The telex gives Tantoco guid-:
ance about management of a
property, which is not identified.
The attached handwritten note:
says: “Do you'agree to this and
we'll just work out the subsequent
other details? I gave him [Bern-
stein] your initial direction and he *
knows what to do."”
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